
Phrasal Verbs (Idioms)

Many verbs in English are followed by an adverb or a preposition (also called a particle). These
two-part verbs are called phrasal verbs. The particle that follows the verb changes the meaning
of the phrasal verb in idiomatic ways. For example.

ivERB IMEANTNG _iExllrPrE
ldrop off idecline gradually lThe hill dropped off near the river.

_ . - _ - _ _ _ _ , _ , i

jdrop off lstop and oi"o ' 
n wnrr drrrn rhic nff er rho nncr nffiro? i

i(z) isomethinJ'to- ro,.,.,"on" iwoutd you drop this off at the post office? i
i

i

ldroo in lvisit so.meone.casually lShe dropped in to my apartment yesterday i
iv'v'- " ' lwithout planning iafternoon. :

i*T' E;;il''.." lAfter two laps, the runner dropped out.
I

Some particles can be separated from their verb so that a noun or pronoun can be inserted; these
are called separable. Other particles cannot be separated from their verb and are therefore called
inseparable. In addition, some phrasal vprbs are intransitive, meaning that they cannot take on
a direct object. It is important to remember that no matter what type of phrase one is dealing
with, the verb in the phrase can be conjugated and can change tense as the sentence dictates.
Following are a few examples of separable, inseparable, and intransitive phrases:

lseparaure iij:J$ 
(meanins:

lCorrect: She added up the total on her calculator.
l
i  - ' - '  -  -

iCorrect: She added it up on her calculator.
- - ' -  

l _ " - -
I:
iCorrect: She always gets around the rules.

I i llncorrect: She began to catch on the math problem.
'  ' t - ^

lCorrect: She began to catch on to the math problem.
i l(the word to makes the math problem an indirect object,

_ lyl!! js acceqt3ble in tfrjl mealins,) _ j

Unfortunately, there is frequently no indicator whether a phrase is separable, inseparable, or
intransitive. In most cases, the phrases must simply be memorized. Following is a partial list of
frequently used examples of each type of phrase and their definitions.



Separable: nouns or pronouns can be added in the middle of these phrases
(i.e. when you put a sentence on paper, youwrite it out rather than write oul it)

add up - add pass up - not take advantage of(as an oppormnity)
back up - cause to mwe backwards; zupport; blow pass on - transmit

up; cause to explode; destroy by explosives pay back - repay
break down - atmlyzs; list the parts of separately pay off - pay a debt completely
bring about - cause to happen pick up - come to meet an escort; lffi; learn casually
bring on - caus€ point out - indicate
bring out - publistq emphasize pull down - pull in a downward direction
bring up - raise; care for from childhood put olT - postpone
burn down - destroy by burning put on - dress in; deceive or fool
buy out - by the other person's share of a business quiet down - be quiet
calm down - become calm rinse ofr - rinse the surface of
carry on - continue rinse out - rinse thc inside of
carry out - firlfill; complete; accomplistr; perform mle out - eliminate
cheer up - c:use to become cheerfirl run off - cause to depart; reproduce mechanically
clean off - clean the zurface of save up - accumulatc
clean up - clari!; tidy see thnough - complete; in spite of difficulties
close down - close permanently send back - scnd to a placc whcrc formerly locatcd
count out - exclude send over - send to whcre someone is
cross out - elimirnte set up - arrange
cut off - intemrpl s€ver; amputate show off - exhibit ostentatiously
cut out - elimirntc; dcletc , shut off - cause to cease functioning
cut down - reduce in quantity take back - retum; retract a statement
draw up - write; compose (a document) take over - take; assumc command of
dress up - pul clothes on; adorn tear down - destroy
figure out - interprel undersland tear up - tear into small pieces
fill in - complcte (a printcd form) tell off - scold; reprimand
fill out - complete (a printcd form) think over - considcr
fill up - f,rll completely (a container) think through - consider from beginning to end
find out - discover think up - create; invcnt
fix up - rcpaiE arrange in a suitable mannsr throw away - dissud
give back - return tie up - tie securely or tight
give out - distributc; announce touch up - repair
give up - surrcnder something try on - put on a garment lo veri$ the fit
hand down - deliver; pronounc€ formally; leave as try out - lest

an inherilance turn down - refusc; lower the volume
hand oyer - yield control of wash off - wash the surface of
hang up - suspend wash out - wash the inside of
have on - be dressed in wear out - use until no longer usablc; tire greatly
hold off - delay; restrain wind up - finish
hold up - delay; rob; threaten with a weapon wipe ofi - wipe the surface of
keep up - continue; keep the same pac€ wipe ort - wipe the inside of; decimate
leave out - omit work out - solve
let down - disappoint write down - record
let out - release from confinement write out - write down every detail; spell out
live down - live in such a way as to cause something write up - compos€; prcp:ue (a document)

to be forgoften
move over - move to the side



Inseparable: nouns or pronouns can NOT be added in the middle of these phrases
(i.e. when you rely on something happening, you count on it, not count it on)

back out of - desert; fail to keep a promise hang around - remain idly in the vicinity of
bear down on - lean on; browbeat hearfrom - receive a communication from
break in on - intemrpt hear of - learn about (sometimes accidentally)
break into - intemrp hit on - discover accidentally
call for - come to get; require hold on to - gnsp tigtnly
care for - like; guard, supervise; maintain hold out against -resist

carry on with - continue keep at -persevere at
check up on - examine; venf keep to -persist in; continue
come across - find accidentally keep up with - maintain the pace of
cone along with - accompany; make progress lie down on - wade; fail to do
come by - find accidentally live on - support or sustain oneself by means of
come down with - become ill with live up to - maintain the standard demanded of
come up with - utteC produce lmk after - take care of
count on - rely on look back on - remember nostalgically
cut in on - interrupt look down on - feel superior 1o
disagree with - cause illness or discomfort to look forward to - anticipate
do away with - abolish look up to - respect; admire
do without - dcprive onesclf of make up for - compensate for
drop in aUon - visit casually udthout planning prss on - transmil
drop out of - leave; quit pick on - tease; bully
face up to - acknowlcdge put up with - tolerale
fall behind in - lag not progress at requircd pace read up on - search out infonnation on
fall back on - use for emergency purpose nln against - compete against in an election
fall out with - quarrcl with run away with - leave; escape from
fill in for - substitute for nrn for - campaign for
get ahead of - surpass; beat see about - consider; arrange
get around - wade; avoid see to - arrange: supervise
get away with - do without being caught or punished setile on - decide on; choose
get by with - nxmage with a minimum of effort stand for - represeil. permit
get down to - bccomc serious about; consider stand up for - zupport; dcmand
get in - enter (a vehrcle) stand up to - resist
get off - desccnd fiom; leave stick to - penist
get on - enter (a vchicle); mount stick up for - support; dcfend
get on with - proceed with take after - resemble
get through with - terminate, finish talk back to - answer impolitely
go back on - descrt; fail 1o keep (a promise) talk over - discuss
go for - like a great deal tell on - report misbehavior to authority
go in for - be interested iry participate in touch on - mention briefly
go on with - continue turn into - become
go over - review wait on - serve
go with - harmonize with; Iook pleasing together wait up for - not go to bed while waiting for
go without - abstain from watch out for - be carefirl for



Intransitive: these phrases cennot take on e direct object
(i.e. you lie down in the clwir,not lie down the choir:

you back downfrom your argument, not back down your argument;
you catch up to your jogging companiorq not catch up your jogging companion)

back down - retreat from a position in an argument
back orrt - desert fail to keep a pmmise
back up - move backwards
blow over - pass without doing barur
blow up - explode; lose one's temper
calm down - become calm
csnT on - contimre as before; mi$ehave
cetch on - understand
cotch up - cwer the disAnce between oneself and a

moving goal
check up - investigate
check out - leave; pay one's bill
cheer up - become cheerful
clear up - become clear
close down - close permanently
come along - ammpany; make progess
come back - return
come out - appeal make a social debut
come over - oome to where someone else is
come through - succeed
die orfi/out - disapear; become extinct
drcss up - don fanry or unusual clothes
drive back - rehrn by car
drop out - abandon some organized activity; leave;

quit
fall behind - not progress at required pace
fell through - fail; not be aocomplistred
fill in - substitute
find urt - learn
get ahead - make pmgess
gSt d,ong - have a friendly relationstrip
get eround - circulate; move about
get rway - escape
g€t by - ftmage; eitherjuS barely or with a

minimumof efron
get in - ent€r
get on - enter (a vehicle); mounl (a borse, etc.)
get up - rise
get throug! - finish
glve up - surend€r; fail to finish
go back - retum

go on - happe4 continue
go out - stop burning; leave one's residence
grow up - nature
bang around - rernain idly dawdle
heng up - replace a telephone receive on its hook
hold on - gasp tightlf persevere; wait

hold out - continue to resist; persevere; persist
kcep on -continue
keep up - maintain the required pace or stardad;

continue
Iie down - recline
move over - rnove to the side
pass oul - become unconscious
pull through - zuwive (barely)
run awey - escape; leave; leave quickly without

permission
settle up - pay one's bills or debf
show ofi - boast by words or actions
show up - arrive; app€ar unexpectedly
shut up - stop talking
slow up - reduce speed
stand by - wait; be prepared to assist
stand up - stanq rise from dttiog last; endure
step rside - move to one side
take off- leave the ground
teke over - assume commatrd
talk back - answer inpolitely
thruw up -vomit
turn around - turn so that one is facing another

direction
turn in - go to bed
wake up - awaften
walk back - rehrm on foot to where one was
walk over - walk to where sorneone is
watch out - be carefirl
wear ofi - fade; disappear through use or time
wear out - become unusable througb use; become

used up
work out - be successfirl

This hardout was adapted from the OWL at hudue University website arrailable at:
htlp://ou{. cn glish. purdue. eduArandouts/esVeslphrasal. html


